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If I am a fugitive and my family members are
also here in the country illegally but are not
fugitives, what will happen to them?
This program is only for non-criminal fugitives
who pose no danger to the community, who
voluntarily report their immigration status and
demonstrate their willingness to return to their
home countries. ICE will allow you to arrange
for your family to depart with you. U.S. citizens
or aliens with a legal immigration status cannot
be removed by ICE from the United States, but
you may coordinate their departure with yours.
If your family is in removal proceedings but
still does not have a final order of removal your
family may not qualify for the program.

Who pays for my removal and my family’s
removal or departure?
If you are able to provide for your own depar-
ture, you would be allowed to make your own
travel arrangements. In certain cases as appro-
priate, ICE will pay for your removal and set
your itinerary for you.

When will my removal take place?
Many factors affect when your removal will
take place. Most removals will occur within a
month; however, ICE may allow some partici-
pants more time.

What happens if my removal takes longer? Will
I have to go into ICE custody?
All aliens are required to assist ICE in their
removal. If you are meeting your reporting
and/or supervision obligations and cooperat-
ing as required, you may remain out of cus-
tody until the removal is arranged.

What happens if I will leave the United States
from another state?
ICE will provide you with instructions on how
to confirm your departure from another state.



Overview
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s
(ICE) Scheduled Departure Program allows
fugitive aliens who have no criminal history
and who pose no danger to the community an
opportunity to work with ICE to plan their
return to their home countries. Qualifying par-
ticipants who surrender will be conditionally
released while their departure is pending. Par-
ticipants can use this time to make arrange-
ments for the care of their family members and
the shipment of property. An ICE fugitive is
defined as an alien who has failed to depart the
United States after a final order of removal,
deportation or exclusion; or who has failed to
report to ICE after receiving notice to do so.

The Scheduled Departure Program is advanta-
geous for participants because all fugitives
ordinarily risk arrest and detention by fugitive
operations teams. In most instances, fugitive
aliens remain in custody and removal could 
be immediate.

The Scheduled Departure Program will not
alter a participant’s immigration status or pro-
vide any immigration benefit. The program is
not a form of voluntary departure or voluntary
return. ICE will continue to enforce the final
order of removal, deportation or exclusion.The
Scheduled Departure Program will allow par-
ticipants to comply with the law and minimize
the impact on their families.

The pilot program will initially be conducted
in the following locations from August 5–22,
2008: Charlotte, N.C.; Chicago, Ill.; Phoenix,
Ariz.; San Diego, Calif.; Santa Ana, Calif.
(Los Angeles area).The Scheduled Departure
Program may be expanded at a later date.

Who qualifies for the Scheduled Departure
Program?
This program is designed solely for fugitives
with no criminal record, who pose no danger
to the community and who have the ability to
verify their departure from the United States.

How do I know if I am a fugitive?
You are a fugitive if you were previously
ordered removed from the United States, but
have illegally remained in the United States.

Why should I participate in the Scheduled
Departure Program?
Participation will place you in compliance with
the law.You can end your risk of sudden arrest
and detention by scheduling your removal. It
will allow you to make removal arrangements
without being held in custody.These factors
will ease your transition and minimize the
impact on your family.

Why did ICE create this program? Is the
Scheduled Departure Program replacing the
National Fugitive Operations Program and the
Fugitive Operations Teams?
Absolutely not. ICE is funded for 104 Fugitive
Operations Teams and we will continue our
congressionally mandated mission to reduce
the fugitive alien backlog.The Scheduled
Departure Program provides ICE another
method to enforce immigration laws, and to
specifically work with non-criminal fugitive
aliens who pose no danger to the community.

Non-governmental organizations and consular
officials have suggested the need for a new
program of this type.

How do I know this program is not a trick to
simply arrest me?
This program is designed to allow fugitive
aliens to comply with the law.The concept is
simple and transparent. Aliens who have a
criminal record, are a danger to the commu-
nity or who pose a national security threat will
be arrested. We are contacting community-
based organizations, foreign consulates and
other groups who work with the immigrant
community to make them aware of this new
program.You are encouraged to consult your
attorney, community-based organizations or
your consulate to ask whether you may qualify
for the program.

When and where should I report?
Contact your local ICE Office of Detention 
and Removal Operations for specific reporting
information. Information may also be found 
by calling 1-866-880-6344 or online at
www.ice.gov.

What will happen when I report?
When you report, ICE will verify your identity
and assess whether you qualify to participate 
in the program.Those who qualify will not 
be taken into custody, but will have to report
regularly to ICE. An ICE officer will explain 
the next steps you must take for your removal
from the United States.

Can I bring an attorney or a community group
representative?
You may bring an attorney or other representa-
tive. An ICE officer will fully explain your
rights and program requirements.


