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| CE OFFICERS ARREST 38 FUGITIVE ALIENS
INILLINOISDURING SEPTEMBER

CHICAGO—Y uri Arroyo, a 24-year-old Mexican national and known gang member with a robbery
conviction and arrests for drug possession and assault, is among the 38 foreign-born fugitives
arrested in Illinois during September by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (1CE)
detention and removal officers.

Of the 38 arrested, 20 were criminal aliens with prior criminal convictions ranging from assault to
cocaine possession, robbery and fraud.

Arroyo was arrested in Chicago Sept. 2 at her Fairfield Street residence and was immediately
deported Sept. 10. A federal immigration judge awarded her final orders of removal from the United
States in October 2002, but her failure to comply with the order rendered her a fugitive.

The ICE Chicago Fugitive Operations Team arrested foreign nationals this month from China,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Israel, Mexico, Nepal, Pakistan, Poland, and
Trinidad.

| CE deportation officers in Chicago have arrested more than 300 immigration fugitives between Oct.
1, 2003 and today in a six-state area.

“Removing criminal alien fugitivesis ahigh priority for ICE,” said Debbie Achim, field office
director for ICE Detention and Removal Operations in Chicago. “Many of the fugitives we remove
from our communities are violent criminals who pose areal threat to the public.” Achim oversees

| CE’ s detention and removal program in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Kansas ard
Missouri.
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The lllinois arrests are part of a national effort by ICE to locate, arrest and remove immigration
fugitives, with top priority given to those with criminal records. Many of those arrested have been

ordered to depart the United States by immigration judges or their criminal convictions constitute
violations of immigration law, so they are eligible for immediate removal to their countries of origin.

#ICE#

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement is the largest investigative arm of the Department of Homeland Security.



