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STOLEN GOODS1 
(2021) ECONOMIC IMPACT 1 (2021) 

94,421 lost jobs
$6B lost wages

california

cargo theft

smash
grab&

OTGs commit SMASH AND 
GRABS at retail stores such 
as pharmacies, jewelers and 
luxury retailers. Smash and 
grabs may involve violence 
against employees. 

2014 PROPOSITION 47, 
changed the threshold for felony 
theft from >$400 to >$950,  
a factor in increased ORC.3

950$

In the Los Angeles 
area, OTGs purchase 
electronics at  
retailers using 
FRAUDULENTLY 
FUNDED GIFT 
CARDS5

organized retail crime (ORC)
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#1 Los Angeles  #2 San Francisco
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continued on next page

Cargo theft increased  
due to supply chain 
issues which left  
CARGO ITEMS 
UNATTENDED 
LONGER.7

1# STATE  
FOR CARGO THEFT 7

Increase in cargo theft   
(2020 to 2021)

101%

TOP  
COUNTIES  
FOR CARGO THEFT 6

• Los Angeles
• San Bernardino
• Fresno

• Riverside
• San Joaquin

Statewide: ELECTRONICS,  
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS AND  
FOOD & BEVERAGE.6  

Southern California:
ELECTRONICS 8 

Los Angeles County:
• APPAREL 
• ACCESSORIES6

TOP STOLEN CARGO COMMODITIES  

Operation Boiling Point is Homeland Security Investigations’ (HSI) response to Organized 
Theft Groups (OTGs) profiting from Organized Retail Crime (ORC), cargo theft and other 
theft-related crimes that threaten the economy and security of the United States. 

Organized Theft Groups are sophisticated criminal organizations who  
profit from illegally obtaining goods that are later sold for economic gain.

SENATE BILL 301 Online marketplace 
verification requirements on high volume 3rd party 
sellers to deter the online sale of stolen goods. 4

ASSEMBLY BILL 2294 Law enforcement 
may keep a person in custody if “there is probable 
cause to believe that the person arrested is 
guilty of committing organized retail theft.” 4

two  
new bills
approved  
in 2022 
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cargo theft

other theft

continued

Cargo theft in California  
occurred MOST OFTEN  
ON FRIDAYS.6

Northern California OTGs TARGET  
TOURISTS’ RENTAL CARS  in the  
Los Angeles area for theft of valuables.  

South American Theft Groups, (“BURGLARY  
TOURISTS”) specifically from Chile, arrive with visa 
waivers and COMMIT HOME BURGLARIES IN 
AFFLUENT NEIGHBORHOODS in Los Angeles,  
San Francisco and San Diego areas. 

INCREASE IN CATALYTIC  
CONVERTER THEFTS from hybrid  
vehicles. Converters in hybrids have more  
profitable metals than converters in  
gas-powered vehicles.

Senate Bill 1087 and Assembly Bill 1740  
approved in 2022; recyclers must keep records 
with additional details on catalytic converter 
purchases and buy only from authorized  
dealers or the legal owner of the vehicle  
where the catalytic converter originated.10

OTGs’ current trend is to steal goods in  
the Pacific Northwest and then SELL  
THE STOLEN GOODS BACK  
in California.8

In the Los Angeles area, OTGs steal cargo  
from trains, including SHIPMENTS  
OF SHOTGUNS AND HANDGUNS.

Union Pacific had 160% INCREASE  
IN THEFT, an average of 90 CONTAINERS 
ARE LOOTED A DAY. (2021)

FICTITIOUS PICKUPS OCCUR OFTEN.  
A fictitious pickup is a cargo theft method where  
goods are stolen by a person who is impersonating  
the authorized driver for the cargo pickup.
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#3 STATE  
FOR VEHICLE THEFT by population 
with 511 vehicle thefts per 100,000 
people; 7.6% increase from 2020.9

BAKERSFIELD: #1 CITY IN 
THE COUNTRY with most vehicle 
theft by population with 1,023  
vehicle thefts per 100,000 people; 
12% increase from 2020.9

SAN FRANCISCO: #6 CITY  
IN THE COUNTRY with most 
vehicle theft by population with  
675 vehicle thefts per 100,000 
people; 3% increase from 2020.9

2021
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