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ICE Directive 10093.1:  Use of Compulsory Investigative Tools to Obtain Information 

or Records Related to the Journalistic Activities of Members of 
the News Media 

 
 Issue Date:  June 13, 2022. 
 Superseded:  None. 
 
1. Purpose/Background. This Directive establishes U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) policy regarding the application of compulsory investigative tools 
with respect to members of the news media. This policy is intended to ensure that ICE’s 
law enforcement activities do not improperly or unnecessarily impinge on the 
newsgathering activities of members of the news media. It is not intended to provide 
members of the news media who are subjects or targets of criminal investigations for 
conduct not based on their journalistic activities with any special protections, nor is it 
intended to hinder the ability of ICE officers and agents to engage with known members 
of news media to seek the voluntary production of information or records. 

 
2. Policy. The use of compulsory investigative tools to obtain information or records related 

to the journalistic activities of members of the news media is an extraordinary act and not 
a standard investigative practice. In deciding whether to seek information from or the 
journalistic records of a member of the news media pursuant to this Directive, ICE must 
appropriately balance the following interests: protecting national security and public 
safety, promoting the fair administration of justice, fostering government accountability, 
and safeguarding the vital role of a free press in an open society. 

 
2.1. ICE Deputy Director Preapproval. Absent limited exceptions, the ICE Deputy Director 

must approve in advance the use of a compulsory investigative tool that seeks to obtain or 
is reasonably likely to result in the disclosure or encountering of information or records 
related to the journalistic activities of members of the news media.1 The ICE Deputy 
Director will only approve the use of a compulsory investigative tool to obtain 
information or records related to the journalistic activities of members of the news media 
where the prerequisites set out in Section 5.1 are satisfied and where the tool is drawn as 
narrowly as is reasonably possible to minimize the risk that any nonessential information 
or records, or information about confidential sources, will be disclosed.2 It is within the 

 
1 While this requirement may be applicable to the use of a compulsory investigative tool issued to a person other 
than the member of the news media (a third party) where it seeks to obtain or is reasonably likely to result in the 
disclosure or encountering of information or records related to the journalistic activities of the member of the news 
media, it will not apply where ICE is seeking to utilize a compulsory investigative tool to obtain information or 
records from or of an ICE employee or contractor who may have disclosed government information unlawfully or in 
violation of agency policy. 
2 ICE officers and agents should be aware that where the Department of Justice (DOJ) will be involved in helping 
ICE secure the use of certain compulsory investigative tools (e.g., by obtaining search warrants or court orders from 
 

 

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT 






















