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HIGHLIGHTS
STUDENTS AND EXCHANGE VISITORS

Å There are currently 966,333 F & M students studying in the United States.

Å There are currently 232,988 J-1 exchange visitors in the United States.

Å Twenty-eight percent of all F & M students in the United States originate from China.

Å Seventy-five percent of all F & M students in the United States are from Asia. 

Å When compared to July 2013, the number of active F & M students and exchange visitors increased eight 
percent to 87,370.

SEVP-CERTIFIED SCHOOLS

Å There are 8,976 SEVP-certified schools in the United States approved to accept international students.

Å Seventy-nine percent of SEVP-certified schools have between zero and 50 enrolled F & M students.

Å Seventy-two percent of all F & M students are enrolled in bachelorõs, masterõs or doctoral programs.

Å Since April 2014, there was a twenty-six percent decrease in the number of all F & M students enrolled in 
secondary school degree programs; compared to July 2013, there was a ten percent increase.

STEM DATA

Å There are 344,299 F & M students studying in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
fields in the United States.

Å Eighty-five percent of all F & M STEM students in the United States originate from Asia.

Å Forty-three percent of all F & M STEM students study engineering. 

Å Sixty-nine percent of all F & M STEM students are males.
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INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS THE STUDENT AND EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM (SEVP)?

The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), a program within the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), is a part of the National Security 
Investigations Division and acts as a bridge for government organizations that have 
an interest in information on nonimmigrants whose primary reason for coming to 
the United States is to be students. 

On behalf of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), SEVP manages schools, 
nonimmigrant students in the F & M visa classifications and their dependents. 

The Department of State manages Exchange Visitor Programs, nonimmigrant 
exchange visitors in the J visa classification and their dependents. Both SEVP and 
the Department of State use the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System 
(SEVIS) to track and monitor schools; exchange visitor programs; and F, M and J 
nonimmigrants while they visit the United States and participate in the U.S. 
education system.
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INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS THE STUDENT AND EXCHANGE VISITOR INFORMATION SYSTEM 

(SEVIS)?

SEVIS is the web-based system that DHS uses to maintain information on 

SEVP-certified schools and the F & M students who come to the United States to 

attend those schools. SEVIS also maintains information on Department of 

State-designated exchange visitor program sponsors and J-1 visa exchange visitor 

program participants. It is a critical tool in SEVPõs mission to protect national 

security while supporting the legal entry of the more than one million F, M and J 

nonimmigrants to the United States for education and cultural exchange.
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SEVIS by the Numbers is a quarterly report using data from the Student and 

Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS), which SEVP uses to track and monitor 

the status and activities of nonimmigrant students and exchange visitors who enter 

the United States. 

The report highlights key SEVIS data in an engaging way to illustrate trends, values 

and information on nonimmigrant students studying in the United States. 
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INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS SEVIS BY THE NUMBERS?



DEFINITIONS

Å Nonimmigrants ðPerson entering the United States to visit, study or work (depending on 

the type of visa) temporarily but not to stay permanently in the United States.

Å F-1 nonimmigrant students ðNonimmigrant status conferred on a student pursuing a full 

program of study in a college, university, seminary, conservatory, academic high school, 

private elementary school, other academic school or language training program in the 

United States that is SEVP-certified to enroll F and/or M students.

Å M-1 nonimmigrant students ðNonimmigrant status conferred on a foreign national 

pursuing a full program of study at an SEVP-certified vocational school or other recognized 

non-academic school (other than in language training programs).

Å J-1 exchange visitors ðForeign national selected by a Department of State-designated 

program to participate in an exchange visitor program.

Å STEM ðScience, technology, engineering and mathematics programs of study.
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TOTAL # OF ACTIVE STUDENTS

STUDENTS (F-1 & M-1) ANDEXCHANGE VISITORS (J-1)

JULY 2014 APR2014 % CHANGE

F-1 & M-1 966,333 1,015,178 -4.81%

J-1 232,988 188,382 +23.68%

DEPENDENTS 145,955 147,186 -0.84%

COMPLETED 2,145,375 2,102,565 +2.04%

SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS

JULY 2014 APR 2014 % CHANGE

CERTIFIED SCHOOLS (F & M) 8,976 8,930 +0.52%

DESIGNATED PROGRAMS (J) 1,433 1,432 +0.07%

GENERAL OVERVIEW
Since April 2014, the total number of SEVIS records for active F & M students, exchange visitors and their 

dependents decreased by 0.4 percent, from 1,350,746 to 1,345,276. The number of J-1 exchange visitors 

increased 23.68percent, compared to April 2014. When compared to July 2013, the number of active F & M 

students and exchange visitors increased 8 percent to 87,370.

* F-1/M -1 ðActive students considered in F-1 or M-1 status and enrolled in a 

full course of study.

* Certified Schools ðAn academic/vocational institution or language training 

program that has received certification to enroll nonimmigrant students.

* Completed ðThe student has finished their program of study and intends 

on/already has returned to their home country.

* J-1 ðActive exchange visitor considered in J-1 status and participating in their 

program.

* Designated Programs ðA J-1 program that is approved to accept exchange 

visitors.
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