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1. Purpose/Background.

1.1 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Enforcement and Removal
Operations (ERO) must consider and address the particular needs and vulnerabilities of
pregnant women detained in its custody. As directed in Secretary Johnson's
memorandum, entitled Policies for the Apprehension, Detention and Removal of
Undocumented Immigrants (Nov. 20, 2014), absent extraordinary circumstances or the
requirement of mandatory detention, pregnant women will generally not be detained by
ICE. While detained in ICE custody, pregnant women will be re-evaluated regularly to
determine if continued detention is warranted, receive appropriate prenatal care, and be
appropriately monitored by ICE for general health and well-being.

1.2 This memorandum sets forth procedures to ensure that pregnant individuals detained in
ICE custody are identified, monitored, and housed in the most appropriate facility to
manage their care. The memorandum outlines the relevant responsibilities of offices
within ERO to identify and track pregnant detainees, ensure that they are receiving
appropriate prenatal care, and re-evaluate their continued detention on an ongoing
basis.

1.3 This memorandum codifies existing ICE policy and procedures that address the
identification and monitoring of pregnant women detained in ICE custody, and
complements ICE's national detention standards and ICE Health Service Corps (II ISC)
policies, including those referenced below.

Unless stated otherwise, any reference to "ICE's national detention standards" within this memorandum refers to
the 2000 National Detention Standards, the 2008 Performance-Based National Detention Standards, and the 2011
Performance-Based National Detention Standards.










