
BIOGRAPHY 

Michael P. Davis 
Acting Principal Legal Advisor

Office of Public Affairs 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Michael P. Davis is the Executive Deputy Principal Legal 
Advisor for the Office of the Principal Legal Advisor

(OPLA) of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

He currently serves as the Acting Principal Legal Advisor.

In his role, Mr. Davis maintains oversight of OPLA’s vast 

legal program, which represents DHS in removal 

proceedings before the immigration courts and Board of 

Immigration Appeals, provides legal advice and training to 

ICE law enforcement personnel and support professionals 

on a wide range of administrative and operational law 

issues, and coordinates with the Department of Justice to 

defend ICE’s interests in complex federal litigation. 

Mr. Davis began his legal career with the former Immigration and Naturalization Service in 

Los Angeles in 2000, through the Attorney General’s Honors Program. Prior to his promotion 

to Executive Deputy Principal Legal Advisor in 2016, Mr. Davis served as OPLA’s Director of 

Enforcement and Litigation, overseeing four headquarters divisions responsible for advising 

Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) and Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), and 

guiding the agency’s trial and appellate advocacy efforts in immigration proceedings. Prior to 

that, Mr. Davis served as Chief of OPLA’s Immigration Law and Practice Division, and 

completed temporary duty assignments at DHS’s Office of General Counsel, the ICE Office of 

the Director, ERO, and HSI. 

Mr. Davis is a graduate of Cleveland, Ohio’s John Carroll University and the University of 

Illinois College of Law, and a member of the California State Bar. He is also a member of the 

Senior Executive Service. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the Department of Homeland Security. ICE 

is comprised of three integrated divisions that form a 21st. century law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a 

number of key homeland security priorities. For more information, visit: www.ICE.gov. 
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